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Dr. (Ms.) Sakila Devi: \\bman'.s L,xplomtion For a mcaningl:ul life in Anlta Desai's Crr. I': P::c, cs

lone[ness, crisis of conscieflce and values, human relauonships particularlv

that of man and \\roman, lack of communication, lore, betraval, marital

discord, feminism, isolatlon, beteavement afld the problems oi compatibilitv
ancl failure in relationships. Alienatiofi has been the thematic motif that

originalll.6ennects Desai!s novels as alieflatlon is more reiated to the emotional
and mentai moods, afld attitudes of her chatacters. She breaks nerv ground in
the rvodd of Indian fiction u'titing br, shifting thc emphasis from thc extcrnal
to the internal u'orld. Most of her protagonists are women some of \\'hom are

alienated among themseives, some from the family and some of them trom the

sociefii Hcr concentration is exclusively on the feelings of women and thejr
thoughts, and their search for self-identitt'. Het novels ate femalkable for the

range of human experierlces and Present the existential struggle of u'omen
who refuse to flow along u,ith the tide and refuse to suffender their jndrvidual

self. Thus, Cry, the Peacock, is a pioneering effort tou'ards deLineating the

psvchological problems of N'Iava. By this exploration of Nfava's mind through
i-"g.r, conscious, unconscious, the author Anita Desai has firmlV esrablished

the psvchological novelin the amals of lndo-English fictron (Lipadhvat 2000,52).

***********
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